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Fig.1.(A) The difference in PPl between 0 and 14 days
for placebo and 5.0 and 7.5 mg/kg lignocaine
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(C) The difference in PRI(R) between 0 and 14 days for
placebo and 5.0 and 7.5mg/kg lignocaine. p<.01 for
.each dose against placebo
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Changes in analgesics and other drugs use after IV Lidocaine treatment for Headache :1 N'20
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Advantages and disadvantages
of IV Lidocaine treatment

Potential benefits of

intravenous lidocaine

« Effective mostly for all kind of
neuropathic pain and some types
of headache

o Short-term administration can
produce long term pain relief

o Inexpensive

« Side effects can occur during
infusion but do not persist despite
longer term analgesic effect

« Can allow reduction or
discontinuation of other anal-
gesics with consequent reduction

in drug-related side effects

o Treatment can be repeated as
required

o Analgesic tolerance appears not to
occur with re-peated infusions

o Ease of administration but needs
cardio-vascular monitoring during
each infusion

Drawbacks to the use of

intravenous lidocaine

« Not universally effective

o While extensive use suggests it is
safe, hard evidence of safety (and
particularly cardiovascular
safety) not yet available

« Can cause infusion-related
thrombophlebitis
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